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CHINESE
MEASURE WORDS

PEOPLE AND ANIMALS

Usage

Person, general measure
word

More respectful than 4,
used only for people

People with status, used for
a person’s occupation

Family members, households
(rarely used in speech)

Most animals including birds

Bigger animals, normally
livestock

Horses, mules etc.

Long, thin animails like fish,
snakes, dragons etc.

Example

a4 A sigé rén
Four people

—{iE M yT wei ldoshi
A teacher

—&E4 yT ming yishéng
A doctor

—ZxXIA A yijia si kdu rén
A family of four

— R KR yizhi da xidng
An elephant

k¥ liang téu zh
Two pigs

—[IL5 yTpi ma
A horse

—&1¥ yi tido shé
A snake
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BODY PARTS
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For face, mouth

Thin, slender body parts
e.g. finger, a hair

For body parts,
it means “one of a pair”

Long, narrow body parts

A pair of body parts

Small, normally round
body parts

— KRS yi zhdang lian
A face

—IRF$E yi gén shou zhi
A finger

—RHEZ yizht ér duo
An ear

—%%BR yi tido tur
Aleg

—WEREE yi shudng yanjing
A pair of eyes

—FC yi ké Xin
A heart

PLANTS
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For trees, grass etc.
(also includes cabbages)

Smaller trees/plants,
flower still in the ground

For flowers, clouds or
things similar to them

— IR y1 ké shu
A tree

=#Kk7E san zhd hua
Three flowers

—ZBER yTdud méigut
A stem of rose
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FOOD & DRINK #1
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For food in bowl

For a meal of a fixed
menu in a restaurant

A skewer

A dish, and can be
used for a plate of food

Pot, pan, boiler

Bamboo or wooden
utensil for steaming food

Small plate

A meal

Thin slice of food

A portion, piece or
thick slice of food

Pack, packet or bag

Box or carton

—HBEE yi wan midn
A bowl of noodles

—{53K IR yi fén mifan
An order of rice

—E A yT chudn rou
A skewer of meat

—&1%XF yi pdn jidozi
A plate of dumplings

—¥R:% Y1 guod tang
A pot of soup

—Z BT yilong badozi
An order of baozi

—HRES yi dié cu
A dish of vinegar

—i 2 & yi dun zaocadn
A breakfast

—FRE® yi pidn mianbao
A slice of bread

—RERE yi kudi dangdo
A piece of cake

—\ER yi bdo shi pian
A bag of crisps

—&I558 7] yi hé gidokeli
A box of chocolate
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FOOD & DRINK #2

3
ﬁE ping Bottles
o]=] Glasses or cups
ting A can
-
ﬁE guan Jar, pot, tin

HRIZE liang ping pijit
Two bottles of beer

— 35 yT béi chd
A cup of tea

—IFE]/R yi ting kéle
A can of cola

—HEEE yi gudn fengmi
A jar of honey

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
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Long slender objects;
thin, flexible strands

Small objects that are
usually roundish in shape

Grain; classifier for
small round things

For segment, section, clove
(normally )1, is added)

For a quantity of things that
can be held in one hand

—IREAE k yi gén haludbo
A carrot

— Sk yi ké ying tdo
A cherry

ax 'k S VETNsalf
Six grains of rice

—3L7# 7 yi tdu yangcong
An onion

—#§) LFr yi banr sudn
A clove of garlic

—BEE yi ba xiangjido
A bunch of bananas
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UNITS OF MEASUREMENT
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Chinese unit of weight
equivalent to 0.5 kg

Ton

Pound (Ib)

One inch (different to
western inch — 3.333cm)

One foot (different to
western foot — 1/3 m)

Chinese unit of length
equivalent to 0.5 km

Colloquial measure
word for 17t yuan

Colloquial measure word
for 1 £ jido (1/10 yuan)

An unspecified
sum of money

1 litre

10 litres

Degree, level (e.g. angle,
temperature, etc.)

J\FF¥R ba jin pinggud
Four kilos of apples

MM liang dan
Two tons

—HENE yT bang tang
A pound of sugar

12~F shi ér cln
Twelve inches

7~RE lid chigdo
Six feet tall

2B liagong I
Six kilometres

— B R yibai kudi gidn
100 yuan

PIE$L st mdo gidn
Four jiao

—E 5% yibi gidn
A sum of money

=FIEE san shéng pijid
Three litres of beer

—37K yT ddu shui
Ten litres of water

P9+ sishi du
Forty degrees
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HOUSEHOLD & EVERYDAY ITEMS
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Rectangular or flat objects

For books, magazines,
notebooks etc.

For some items of clothing,
presents or problems.

Objects that can be grasped
or objects with a handle

For bedsheets (& is also
the word for bed)

Towel, tablecloth

Heavy electronic objects
(TVs, computers, etc.)

For small devices, films,
machines, dictionaries, etc.

For lamps

For doors, windows

—iKBRF y1zhdng zhdopidn
A photo

=74 san bén sha
Three books

—ERLA T jiain Tw

A present

—3BAIF yi ba shdozi
A spoon

—FRAB#E yT chudng midnbéi
A quilt

— & ¥ F yrtido tanzi
A towel

— BB yi tdi dianshi
A television

—ERFA yi bu shoujt
A mobile phone

—2/T y1zhan déng
A lamp

—B317] yi shan mén
A door
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VEHICLES

lidng For most wheeled vehicles
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For ships and vessels

For trains etc. (%! is used
for a series or row of things)

For airplanes (also used
for pianos ,machines)

—H5% yi liang giché
A car

—RERA yi sOu chudn
A ship

—5I'N % yi lié hudché
A train

—ZR7%AH yi jia féeiji
An aeroplane

CLOTHING & JEWELLERY

A long article of clothing

jian Article of clothing
Fa tao or jewellery
E tdo A set/suit of clothing
x Small objects e.g. rings,

el bbrooches

v For things that have
].Bi ding a top e.g. hats
yq. dui For certain pairs of objects

—{#43#2 yTjidn chénshan
A shirt

— &4 yitido lingdai
A necktie

—EFEZ yitdo Xizhudng
A suit

— S VT maéi jiezhi
A ring

— g+ y1 ding maozi
A hat

—XyEIF yT dui érhudn
A pair of earrings
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TIME
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Second

Minute, fraction

Day

Day (used in written form)

Week (used in written form)

Year

Era, generation

A time

—#b%F yT mido zhong
One second

— 538 y1fén zhong
One minute

—ZX yrtian
One day

—H yirn
One day

—J& y1zhou
One week

—4£F yT nidn
One year

E—1K shang y1 dai
The previous generation

—/R yIci
Once
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BUILDINGS & STRUCTURES
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For big buildings,
mountains, bridges

For building

Rooms

For buildings whose purposes
are explicitly stated

For families or businesses

Well

—E# yi zud qido
A bridge

—HRPE ¥ yi dong fangzi
A house

—I[B#ZE yi jidn jidoshi
A classroom

—FREERR yi sud yiyudn
A hospital

=y

—ZREIE yi jid binguan
A hotel

—EE yT midn gidng
A wall

PAIRS, COLLECTIONS & GROUPS #1
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Pair of identical objects

Pair of
complementary objects

For couples e.g.
man and wife

—XWHRF yT shudng kudizi
A pair of chopsticks

—EI7JX y1fu ddo cha
A knife and fork

—X$RZE yTdul faqr
A man and wife
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PAIRS, COLLECTIONS & GROUPS #2
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A few

A kind

Group, flock

A crowd

Set, series

A group, a band

A class

A row, queue

A team, battalion

A dozen

A stack

—LERER yTxié tdnggud
A few sweets

—MEI¥) yT zhdng dongwu
A type of animal

—&£F yTqun yang
A flock of sheep

—MRA yTzhong rén
A crowd of people

—2HHBEE y1zU ybupido
A set of stamps

—#W yT bang zéi
A group of thieves

—HEF 4 yT ban xuéshéng
A class of students

—HEEBFF yT pdi dian gan
A row of electrical posts

—BAZE A yTdui janrén
A battalion of soldiers

—FI38EE y1da jidan
A dozen eggs

—&% y1 dié gidn
A stack of money
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MUST SAVE RESOURCES

PRONUNCIATION TOOL

Practice your speaking skills 0

with our pronunciation trainer.

Choose your level, repeat the o g

sentences in the microphone Hema 2

and get instant feedback! € {REENG ?
Are you hungry?

GRAMMAR BANK

We have published 100+
Chinese grammar lessons for
levels Al to B2 to help you get
answers, for free, anytime.

HSK QUIZZES

Each quiz includes 30
randomised questions, for all
levels, meaning you can take
the quiz multiple times and
still have new questions to
answer.
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LEARN CHINESE IN CHINA

At LTL we live, breathe and dream the language.
All day, every day, any day. Immerse yourself.
Become fluent. Join us today.

BEIJING

The capital city is the political,
cultural and economic center of
China.

The city preserves the most
magnificent imperial culture,
including numerous historical
architectures, relics, tradition,
etc.

SHANGHAI

LTL Shanghai is located in the
% 8 | beautiful old French concession
district in the heart of Shanghai.

il - ——

With a unique East-West blend,
a global community, and a fast-
paced lifestyle, Shanghai is the
a , e e perfect place to master

'l SR ‘ir , Mandarin.
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